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A Modest Proposal
The use of science results for personal, career, or financial advancement is ancient, and patent rights
are part of the US Constitution (Article 1, Section 8). In the past decade there has been heightened
concern that scientific results can be distorted for corporate or personal gain. An article by Prendergast
and colleagues – from academia and industry – begins to explore these topics so papers need not
wear a scarlet ‘‘F’’ when there is a potential financial conflict of interest, or a scarlet ‘‘I’’, denoting
industrial sponsorship. J Invest Dermatol 123:452–454, 2004
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Water, Water Everywhere
The heart may be a lonely hunter, but the skin is a dynamic
transformer. Hsieh and colleagues used a heavy water (2H2O)
labeling method in the drinking water of mice to study epidermal
cell turnover and the conditions of normal, hypo- and hyper-prolifera-
tion of keratinocytes. Topical administration of radiochemicals known
to initiate tumors increased epidermal cell proliferation, and topical
addition of lunasin, a peptide from soy, decreased epidermal cell
proliferation. Human investigations of this method might illuminate
clinical conditions including psoriasis and wound healing, as well as
research on chemopreventive agents, caloric intake, and the biology of
epidermal proliferation and epidermal stem cells. J Invest Dermatol 123:
530–536, 2004.
Melanoma Susceptibility and Nevus Development
When 38 members of a mela-
noma-prone family with a V126D
CDKN2A gene mutation were
monitored over 15 years, carriers
demonstrated a greater number
and density of nevi than non-
carriers and spouse controls. Non-
carriers and spouses showed
regression of nevi over time, while
nevi in the mutation group con-
tinued to grow. Four of the 13
mutation carriers and one non-
carrier developed invasive mela-
noma. This study by Florell and
coworkers provides evidence of
an apparent nevogenic role for
this mutation as well as the existence of an intermediate nevus pheno-
type (between non-carriers and controls), which may represent additional
modifier genes. J Invest Dermatol 123:576–582, 2004.
Spare the SPARC and
Spoil the Tumor
The extracellular glycoprotein SPARC is
primarily expressed in adult vertebrate tis-
sues undergoing consistent turnover or
remodeling. Squamous cell carcinomas,
which are highly metastatic in humans, are
the predominant tumor class in UV-exposed
hairless mice. Aycock and colleagues used
ultraviolet radiation and hairless SPARC-null
mice to study the role of SPARC in inducing
tumors. Using two levels of UV and anti-
gen, SKH-1/SPARC-null mice were resis-
tant to UVB-induced immunosuppression.
SPARC appears to play a critical role in
mediating tumor formation in response to
UV irradiation, possibly via an immune
mechanism. J Invest Dermatol 123:592–599,
2004.
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